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The Collection of Ottoman Registers database
provides tools to investigate

• Ottoman administrative boundaries (vilayet, sanjak and nahiye levels) and their temporal changes (1543-1590s) 

• Regional patterns of tax imposed on population (landlords’ and cizye too) and its temporal changes

• Regional patterns of tax unit (hane) numbers and their temporal changes

• Regional patterns of tax value / tax unit (hane) and their temporal changes – functions as proxy to economic power of 

local communities

• Regional patterns of estate types (ziamet, timars, other) and their temporal changes

• Regional patterns of landholders and their temporal changes – tracing their careers

• Statistical analysis on demography, settling, migration

• Patterns of religion (Muslim population – mostly missing)

• Connection to Medieval and Early Modern databases through IDs to promote longue durée investigations on economic

performance

• Further plans – yet not included – all conscripted – socio-demographic investigation (conscripted/hane, 

tax/conscripted)

• Tracing the condominium – combination of royal dicalis conscriptiones with data obtained from defters (population, 

demography)



• Two public outputs
• Browsable website for broad public (Adatbazisok Online)

• Atlas for broad public (predefined queries and templates for all
sanjaks) 

• No bulk download allowed

• The copyright problem of scanned copies of original document

• + Database available only for few researchers (GIS-aided research)

• Statistical analysis



https://adatbazisokonline.mnl.g

ov.hu



https://adatbazisokonline.mnl.gov.hu/adatbaz

is/oszman



Sanjaks still to process

Ottoman period (16th c.)

Fehérvár

Esztergom

Buda

Gyula

Nógrád

Szécsény

Pozhega

Srijem

Present status of data processing

Processing in progress

26,435 records (settlement based)

from 155 defters
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1550s

Landlord’s tax in

mufassal defters

Total tax in akçe



1570s

increasingTAXES

EXPANSION

Total tax in akçe



Temporal changes
in tax levied on
local population,
around Szigetvár



The tax-payer hane number in the Sanjak of Pozhega and its nahiyes in 1579

Source: BOA TT.d 672.

Hane (tax-units) numbers

in the Sanjak of Pozhega

1579

Population reconstruction

is problematic in Hungary

Wetlands or

temporarily

flooded areas

New shapefile



. The share of Muslim households from total in Pozhega Sanjak in 1579

Source: BOA TT.d 672.

Relative economic power: tax per hane values in Pozhega Sanjak

and its surroundings in 1579. Source: BOA TT.d 672.

Missing data problem = missing data for hane

can be substituted from cizye defters (of dif. year)

Patterns of Muslim presence

among civil population

Tax / hane values (1579) 



Tax/hane values, 1570s

in akçe

Low values

compared to

Transdanubia

Cattle breeding???

Not occupied region!!!

Estimated tax!
Estimated economic performance – distributed to spahis – how do they collect tax levied?
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Somogyvár

PORTA

HANE

CONDOMINIUM

Different tax units!!!!

Not yet in database



Nagy András

Varga István

Ganagó Mihály

Kovács Lőrinc
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Varga Tamás

Pénzes Tamás

Pénzes Márton
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Kósa Antal
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Csopor Benedek
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Iharos – 1564 urbárium (HUNGARIAN) Iharos – 1565 sanjak conscription (OTTOMAN)

Limits of economic and demographic reconstruction
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DEMOGRAPHY, ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE



The features of area under double taxation (condominium) 
in Somogy-Baranya-Zalaand its changes in time

– we cannot measure demographic changes
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Basic regional comparative statistics

Sanjak, year Ottoman tax
average

tax/settlement
hane

hane nr / 

settlement
tax/hane

settlements

and mezraa
Character

Szeged, 1546 877,000 3500 3575 15 245 260
frontier in 

1546

Szeged, 1578 4,840,000 7250 10,770 15 450 739 core by 1578

Features
increasing tax till

1570

increasing

tax/settlement

stagnating

hane number

after 1570

stagnating econ. 

Power

increasing 

burden

expansion till 

1570

Hatvan, 1570 2,107,000 4622 6208 14 to 20 340 459
frontier in the 

1570s

Hatvan, 1591 3,146,000 5568 5574 10 to 18 560 550 core by 1590

Features

decreasing 

hane number 

after 1570

increasing hane

per settlement

values

increasing

burdens

continuous 

expansion, 

increasing 

oppression

Pozhega, 1579 3,733,000 5100 10,926 14-15 340 770+800

frontier based

on income

from agrarian

production

Srijem, 1546 893,490 1500 7380 13 120 561+150

Basic data on demography and taxation for four sanjaks (rounded values)

Sources: Szeged, 1546: BNF Turc Suppl 76; Szeged 1578: BOA TT.d 570 and 572; Hatvan, 1570: BOA TT.d 550; Hatvan 1591: BOA TT.d 823. Pozhega, 1579: BOA TT.d 672. Srijem, 1546: BOA TT.d 437



Longue-durée statistics

Medieval county
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Baranya 5718 203 10857.3
53.5

(8557)

1.90 

(304)
196 551 15,018 7662 262.6 666 4,067,172 6107 711.3 97% 121% 3 1 2

Somogy 6339 243 9360.6
38.5

(6163)
1.48 

(236)
274 606 11,012 4019 173.7 724 2,726,316 3766 430.1 113% 119% 4 4 5

Tolna 4503 144 4666.3
32.4

(5185)
1.04 

(166)
155 374 9,925 6403 220.4 404 3,206,143 7936 712.0 108% 108% 6 2 1

Pozsega 1935 67 2261.3
33.8

(5400)
1.17 

(187)
48 198 3,648 7600 188.5 214 1,079,831 5046 558.1 72% 108% 5 3 3

Szerémc 3121 36 3722.4
103.4

(16,544)
1.19 

(191)
36 108 n.d. n.d. n.d. 169 462,250 2735 148.1 100% 156% 1 - 6

Valkód 5507 146 9598.8
65.7

(10,519)
1.74 

(279)
141 420 n.d. n.d. n.d. 447 1,652,042 4981 300.0 97% 106% 2 - 4

Total / average 27123 839 36744.2
43.8

(7007)
1.35 

(217)
850 2257 39,603 5885 214.1 2624 12,731,504 4852 469.4 101% 116%

Sources: Simontornya 1570: TT 563, Koppány 1570: BOA TT d 563, Szekcső 1580: BOA TT d 593, Szekszárd 1580: BOA TT 593, Mohács 1567: DKBK Cod Turc Rot V,

Pécs 1579: BOA TT 585, Szigetvár 1579: BSB Cod Turc 138, Görösgál 1552: BOA TT 646, Pozhega 1579: BOA TT.d 672.

digitized data for each settlement are available online at Adatbázisok Online: https://adatbazisokonline.mnl.gov.hu/adatbazis/oszman

In the 1330s, parish priests were to pay one tenth of their income as papal tithe. Since parish priests could keep only 

a part of the tithe, in Transdanubia usually 1/16, the presumed amount of the entire tithe, paid by the peasants, is 

given in parenthesis

https://adatbazisokonline.mnl.gov.hu/adatbazis/oszman
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MEASURING INEQUALITIES

Ottoman conquest initially

causes the increase of 

inequalities in the 1540-1560s

then situation is stabilized

both in Szeged and Hatvan 

sanjaks

Growing average (and top 25%)

tax/hane values in 1540-1561

Based on



1580: hane = green

1696: porta = deep purple

1720: conscripted male prs = red

(settlements existing in 1696 – hatch)

30% of settlements disappeared from Somogy

during the 16th c.

Further 40% disappears in the 17th c.

90% of the settlements abandoned at the end of 

the Middle Age will not recover any more, not
even in the post-Ottoman era

CONNECTING OTTOMAN DATA TO EARLY MODERN

DATABASES ?

Technically – YES, 

BUT problems of measurement units



https://adatbazisokonline.mnl.gov.hu

Reconstruction of careers

How can we use the public website for research purposes?



https://adatbazisokonline.mnl.gov.hu/adatbazis/oszman



Present status: - 26435 records (settlement based)

from 155 defters

Military actions, military merits as reasoning new

distribution of estates: 2344

New estate holders and the distribution of their estates after the battle of Palást 

GIS-aided visualization and evaluation required (not available at

AdatbazisokOnline) – not public

-22 scripts written to extract data from the ORACLE 

- Queries referring to persons, estates, dates



Publicly available

TITLE (rank) , browsable

Entries processed – no original documents uploaded!



Single search



Complex browsing

Titles are available in Turkish too, names can be searched based on the transcription rules published at
https://mnl.gov.hu/mnl/ol/oszman_torok_nevek_atirasa.

Main terminology is translated to English

https://mnl.gov.hu/mnl/ol/oszman_torok_nevek_atirasa


The publicly visible version: 

A record with Arslan bey’s estates

(as sanjakbey of Mohaç in 1557)



Query result as seen in the template before

uploading:

Arslan, sanjakbey of Hatvan had been substituted by

Veli bey in 1554.

Arslan was moved to the Sanjak of Székesfehérvár 

(the defters of which are yet unprocessed)

His three estates indicated by green in Somogy and 

Baranya Counties are new spahi estates formed

from his surplus estates.

In 1557 he was appointed to Mohac, as sanjakbey. 

See his estates in purple

The database query and the scripts TOGETHER can handle the shift of estates in case of same persons - see

the example of  Arslan, sanjakbey of Hatvan



GIS-aided visualization

of the template’s content

The shift of estates

of Arslan bey



GIS-aided (non-public) query for a concrete person,

Dervish, sanjakbey of Mohac

Special plug-ins

(scripts)

(select not type-in)



Dervish, sanjakbey of 

Mohaç (1547-1557). 

Estates indicated by

brown. Value: 441,190 

akçe. 

Transferred to Szeged. 

Estates in 1558 are

indicated by green. 

Value: 432,784 akçe.

In 1560 a reallocation / redistribution of his estates was carried

out. His estates in the Sanjak of Szeged are worth yearly 310,373 

akçe income. 

Missing value (the difference between 432,000 and 310,000) is yet

not localized, unprocessed.

BOA DFE RZd 11. 638–644, estates belonging to the „Vilayet-i Erdel !!!!!” 

(Such vilayet never existed then or later – it highlights the future

Ottoman plans of proposed penetration)



The estates of Yahyas after the battle

of Palást (1552, Erasmus von Teuffel) 

are indicated by GREEN (Hatvan, 

Mohaç – future Szigetvár sanjak)

Their rivals: RED (Koppány)

(Some of the famous persons mentioned in the

chronicles are missing, as the database is still

under development)



NEW PLANS: Database of Ottoman Officials
(from 2025 on, based on Géza Dávid’s database)

- Browsable public surface

- International access

- Ruûs defters – processing and uploading

- Connection to the Collection of Ottoman conscriptions

- Interactive webmap-server: separately or merged with…

- http://gistahungarorum.abtk.hu

- + project plans

http://gistahungarorum.abtk.hu/

