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This superbly researched book meticulously documents three distinct periods in Hungary 
and the larger region of Central Europe in times of great precarity. With access to extraordi-
narily important personal testimonies, Borhi wants the reader to understand the behavior 
of individuals under extreme circumstances. By doing this, he also raises the wider notion 
of dictatorship by consent. Survival under Dictatorships is an incredibly important addition 
to our understanding of this period.”

Robert C. Austin, University of Toronto

An important contribution to revealing the subjective side of the terror continuously prac-
ticed first by an authoritarian state, and distinctively by domestic fascists, and subsequently 
by the communist state in Hungary.” 

Gábor Gyáni, hun-ren Research Centre for the Humanities, Institute of History, Budapest

This book is a splendid work of scholarship interspersed with moving reflections about the 
fates of certain individuals in Hungary during the years when the country was under the 
domination of first Nazi Germany and then Stalin’s Soviet Union. Among the people we 
encounter are relatives of the author, László Borhi, an eminent historian of East-Central Eu-
ropean history (especially the history of Hungary) in the 20th century. Borhi has produced 
an excellent, sobering account of the grim choices facing individuals who had to live under 
tyrannical regimes. The book is not strictly a history of Nazism and Stalinism, but it reveals 
a great deal about the ways people lived and died under these two abominable systems.” 

Mark Kramer, Harvard University

Many books have been trying to explain modern dictatorships by focusing on techniques 
of control, repression, collaboration or, on the contrary, on resistance against dictatorship. 
Borhi uses a broader perspective: ordinary life of ordinary people during dictatorial re-
gimes. The author explores his topic on the example of the rule of the Arrow Cross party 
(Hungarian version of the Nazism) at the end of the World War II and of the Hungarian 
Stalinist régime before 1956. In an appealing and convincing way, he combines a thorough 
knowledge of the wide spectrum of relevant sources with the memory of his own family. 
This volume is an indispensable contribution to understanding the undemocratic regimes 
of the 20th century and life in them in general.”

Oldřich Tůma, Institute of Contemporary History, Prague
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