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The role of weak states in the \
international system is ambiguous
and their role in shaping
international politics is
underappreciated. They are often
pawns, but they can occasionally
be policy makers. In the 20th
century profound domestic
changes in weak powers led to
major changes in the international
regime. Power in international
politics, therefore, may not always
be determined by military and
economic factors alone.

Austrian FM Alois Mock and Hungarian FM Gyula Horn cutting the barbed wire
separating East and West in Sopron, Hungary, 27 June 1989

This talk examines the weak states of East Central Europe in the 20th century.
These include instances when powerful actors shaped the destinies of the weak states
and also examples of how small countries were able to occasionally even shape the
course of international politics. Three critical periods will be investigated: the aftermath
of World War | and the creation of the new European order; the diplomacy of the Cold
War that established the division of Europe immediately before and after 1945; and
finally the collapse of the Soviet bloc in Eastern Europe in 1989.
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