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A szovjet blokk és a hideghabor,
1945—1991

Husz éves a Cold War History Research Center,
Budapest

Tudomanyos konferencia

Idépont: 2018. december 13, csiitortok 10:00 — 17:00
Helyszin: Budapesti Corvinus Egyetem
1093 Budapest, Kozraktar u. 4-6.

510. terem

PROGRAM

Megnyito 10:00 - 10:20
Szanto6 Zoltan C.Sc., a Budapesti Corvinus Egyetem atalanos rektorhelyettese
Boda Zsolt, Ph.D., az MTA TK Politikatudomanyi Intézet igazgatoja

Békés Csaba D.Sc., a Cold War History Research Center alapit6 igazgatoja
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1.Panel 10:20 - 11: 40
Elnok: Stefano Bottoni Ph.D. (MTA BTK Torténettudoméanyi Intézet)

Kalmar Melinda Ph.D. (Szegedi Tudomanyegyetem): Majdnem totalistol a
majdnem demokratikusig. Egy kelet-eur6pai rendszervizio ive

Vajda Barnabas Ph.D. (Selye Janos Egyetem, Komarno): A hideghaborus
sajtopropaganda formairdl és politikai szerepeirél

Révész Béla Ph.D. (Szegedi Tudomanyegyetem): Ellenzéki médiahack: Szabad Nép,
1951.

VITA

Ebédszunet

2. Panel 13:00 - 14:40
Elnok: Vajda Barnabas Ph.D. (Selye Janos Egyetem, Komarno)

Okvath Imre Ph.D. (Allambiztonsagi Szolgalatok Torténeti Levéltara): A magyar
katonai hirszerzés miikodése az 1960-70-es években

Vamos Péter Ph.D. (MTA BTK Torténettudomanyi Intézet): A lehetdségek
birodalma? Magyar—kinai gazdasagi kapcsolatok, 1949—-1989

Somlai Katalin (1956-os Intézet—Oral History Arcivum): A kulturalis és
tudomanyos kapcsolatok mint a nyugati nyitas el6készitgje, kiillonos tekintettel a
magyar—olasz viszonyra, 1960—1980

Kemény Janos Ph.D. (Cold War History Research Center): Magyarorszag és a
vietnami habor1, 1964—-1975

VITA

Sziinet
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3. Panel i5:00 - 16:50
Elnok: Bardi Nandor Ph.D. (MTA TK Kisebbségkutat6 Intézet)

Békés Csaba D.Sc. (MTA TK Politikatudomanyi Intézet / Budapesti Corvinus
Egyetem): A kelet-kozép-europai rendszervaltas és a hideghabora vége

Hermann Gabriella doktorandusz (Budapesti Corvinus Egyetem): A roméaniai
magyarsagért érdekvédelmi tevékenységet folytaté amerikai magyar szervezetek
vazlatos torténete és alapfilozofiaja

Stefano Bottoni Ph.D. (MTA BTK Torténettudomanyi Intézet): Jaltatol Maltaig. A
roman kiilpolitikai kiilonutassag néhany tanulsaga, 1964—1989

Kecskés D. Gusztav Ph.D. (MTA BTK Torténettudomanyi Intézet): A NATO és az
atalakulo6 Kelet-Europa, 1988—-1991.

VITA

Z.Arsz0 16:50 —17:00

Békés Csaba, a Cold War History Research Center alapito igazgatoja

A konferencian a részvétel ingyenes, regisztraciora nincs sziikség.

Kapcsolat: bekes.csaba@tk.mta.hu
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About the Center

The Cold War History Research Center (CWHRC) was established by Founding Director
Csaba Békés in December 1998, following a pioneering civic initiative, as the first scholarly
institution founded as a non-profit organization in East Central Europe. The Center was
founded with the aim of continuing within a new, independent institutional framework the
international research that had been coordinated for several years by the international research
division of the 1956 Institute in Budapest, also headed by Dr. Békés. Since January of 1999
the Center has been functioning as an independent legal entity as a private foundation.

From the time of its establishment the Center has been contributing to the flourishing of "new
Cold War history" aimed at transforming the previous one-sided approach based primarily on

1
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Western sources, finally into a real international discipline through the systematic exploration
of the once top secret documents found in the archives in the former Soviet Union and the
Eastern Bloc countries.

The English language content providing website: www.coldwar.hu

Through the Center’s English language website, established in 2000, our mission has been to
be the main provider of freely available English language online materials concerning
research on contemporary history of the former Soviet Bloc countries in Europe. The website
offers a great number of articles, documents, chronologies, bibliographies, databases and
finding aids and it is the only such institution in the former Soviet Bloc. Now it is an
indispensable resource for international scholars and students interested in the history of the
Cold War, Communism, Eastern Europe and the Soviet Bloc. (In Google the Center appears
on page 4 by searching for “Cold War history” from 500 million hits.)

Partnership, international cooperation

While functioning as a foundation from the outset, since 2009 the Center has been affiliated
with the Institute of International Studies at Corvinus University of Budapest, and beginning
in 2017, also with the Centre for Social Sciences at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.

The Center continues the intensive cooperation that developed between the 1956 Institute and
the network of international Cold War history research coordinated by the Woodrow Wilson
Center’s Cold War International History Project (CWIHP) and the National Security Archive
(NSA) in Washington D.C. since the early nineteen-nineties. The Center has also established
close collaboration with other institutions such as the Parallel History Project on NATO and
the Warsaw Pact (Washington—Zurich), the European Institute at Columbia University in New
York and the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute in Graz. Director Csaba Békés has represented the
Center as an invited speaker at 80 international conferences mostly in the USA and Western
Europe since 1998.

In September, 2018 Professor Csaba Békés was
awarded a “For the University Medal”’by Corvinus
University of Budapest for directing the Center’s
internationally renowned work at the university
for ten years. The award is given to those
members of the university community who have
played a prominent role in increasing and
enhancing the prestige and reputation of the
University at home and abroad.

Csaba Békés receiving the “For the University
Medal” in September, 2018 at Corvinus
University of Budapest
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Publications

In these twenty years of existence, the Center has produced 118 publications from articles to
books, as well as extensive databases of the most important facts and sources of the Cold
War. One of the Center's main projects has been the creation of an extensive English language
online chronology on East-Central Europe: The history of the Soviet Bloc, 1945-1991
(Parts 1-5) which was completed in 2017 with the magnitude of 2 301 pages. In 2017, the
Center also published a 575-page volume, the Bibliography of New Cold War History,
collecting literature on the topic published after 1989 and an edited volume of 29 articles
entitled Students on the Cold War. New findings and interpretations.

Tablel. Total publications CWHRC 1998 — 2018

Specialized chronologies 5
Bibliographies 7
E-dossiers of documents 2
Online publications (articles) 95
Online publications (books) 9
Overall 118

Specialized chronologies

The Center has published five specialized chronologies and it is currently working on a
volume about the revolts and riots against the Soviet regime during the Gorbachev period and
on other publications over the role of the Soviet bloc in the Vietnam War. The collection The
history of the Soviet Bloc has been permanently updated given that new documents and
sources are continuously declassified. This special collection consists of five parts.

Table 2. Chronologies by topic 1998-2018

Special collection: The history of the Soviet Bloc 1945 — 1991

History of the Soviet Bloc, part I 1945 — 1952 375 pgs.
History of the Soviet Bloc, part II 1953 — 1968 543 pgs.
History of the Soviet Bloc, part III 1969 —1980 417 pgs.
History of the Soviet Bloc, part IV 1981-1987 425 pgs.
History of the Soviet Bloc, part V 1988 — 1991 541 pgs.
Other chronologies

Multilateral meetings of the Soviet Bloc 1947 — 1991 15 pgs.
The United States and East Central Europe 1945 — 1992 110 pgs.
Political transition in Hungary, 1987 — 1990 80 pgs.
Hungarian — Latin American Relations after the World War 11 20 pgs.
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Besides the History of the Soviet Bloc chronology, a highly important collection and an
indispensable resource for Cold War research is the Bibliography of New Cold War
History, which includes publications written by scholars from all over the world published
after the “archival revolution” of 1989. This volume incorporates not only the predominant
English language works, but also sources in languages such as Chinese, Georgian, Russian,
Hungarian, Romanian, Bulgarian, Albanian, French, Italian, German, Spanish, among others,
with added English translations of the titles. In 2018 a second enlarged edition will be
published by adding the huge number of individual and institutional publications lists
received from scholars from all over the World responding to our call for contributions.

Table 3. Bibliographies by topic 1998—2018

The Bibliography of New Cold War History 575 pgs.
The History of Bulgaria in the Cold War Era 31 pgs.
Hungarian Publications on the History of Latin-America in the Cold War Era 30 pgs.
Hungary’s International Relations in the Cold War Period (Books) 10 pgs.

Hungary’s International Relations in the Cold War Period (Articles, Essays, | 30 pgs.
Source Publications)

Romania's International Relations in the Cold War Period 5 pgs.
Austria and the Cold War: A Selected Bibliography 5 pgs.
Other publications

In 2017, the Center published Students on the Cold War: New Findings and
Interpretations, an edited volume of 29 articles, which represent the best scholarly papers
from the students who participated at our annual conferences from 2010 to 2016. It has been
a crucial contribution to establishing an international student scholarship on the Cold War. A
considerable variety of topics is covered in this volume, from conceptual debates on the Cold
War to nuclear, cultural and environmental issues.

The Center has also released the first two volumes of the E-dossier series, which intends to
bring to public light some compilations of documents on specific topics. The Nr. 1 work was
the first volume of the documentary evidence on the Hungarian mediation efforts between
the US and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (1965 — 1967). E-dossier Nr. 2 has been
dedicated to the French Diplomatic Documents on the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, which
makes new evidence available in English on the secret negotiations among the Western Great
Powers and on France’s foreign policy priorities at the time when the Hungarian events
intertwined with the Suez Crisis.

Finally, 95 online articles and 9 online books complete the extensive scholarly production
carried out by our Center in the past 20 years.
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Table 4. Recent publications by topic

Students on the Cold War: New findings and interpretations (2017) 575 pgs.
E-dossier series Nr. 1, Documentary evidence on Hungarian mediation efforts

between US and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (1965 — 1967) (2017) 66 pgs.
E-dossier series Nr. 2, French diplomatic Documents on the 1956 Hungarian | 126 pgs.

Revolution” (2017)

International student conferences

Since 2010 the Center has also organized an annual two-day English language international
student conference on the history of the Cold War, with the participation of BA, MA and PhD
students from all over the world and from renowned universities such as Columbia, American
University, US Military Academy at West Point, Indiana University, Hong Kong, Humboldt,
University of Bologna, University of Florence, Central European University, University
College London, St. Andrews University and the King’s College of London. Since 2016 the
conferences have been co-organized by the European Institute at Columbia University

in New York.

Table 5. Summary of the international student conferences 2010-2018

Number of presentations 200
Number of countries represented 25
Number of universities represented 48

Graph 1. Number of presentations by year 2010-2018

e N° papers
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31
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International internship program

The internship program of the Center started in 2009. So far the internationally renowned
research activity of the Center has attracted 222 interns from Western and Eastern Europe —
mostly in the framework of the Erasmus program —, the United States (26), China, Ukraine,
Turkey, Greece, etc.; altogether from 36 countries. In 2017 the Center also became an
official internship partner of Oxford University.

Table 6. Summary of the participation in the internship program 2009-2018

Number of interns 222
Number of countries represented 36
Number of universities represented 92

The interns have the opportunity to learn about and contribute to the expanding English
language bibliographies and chronologies on the new history of the Cold War. While the
official language of the internship is English, the interns’ knowledge of additional languages —
especially those from Central and Eastern Europe — is an asset for the translation of numerous
documents and texts. The Center welcomes interns especially in the final stages of their B.A.,
M.A. or PhD. studies.
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Graph 3. Interns by country 2009-2018

The increasingly popular Facebook page of the Center, mostly operated by our interns, runs
the "On this day during the Cold War" project drawing attention to important (but often
forgotten) events and personalities of the Cold War era. It also has a special focus on women's
history. The "Personal chronicles" project publishes short summaries of Oral History
interviews conducted by our international interns with their family members on their personal

memories of the Cold War era.
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Staff

Csaba BEKES, Ph.D., D.Sc.

Founding Director

Research Chair, Centre for Social Sciences, Institute for Political Science, Hungarian
Academy of Sciences

Professor of History, Corvinus University of Budapest, Institute of International Studies
e-mail:bekes.csaba@tk.mta.hu

Valeria PUGA ALVAREZ, Ph.D. candidate, Corvinus University of Budapest (2018-)
Research Coordinator
e-mail: coordinator(@coldwar.hu

Tsotne TCHANTURIA, Ph.D. candidate, Corvinus University of Budapest (2015-2018)
Research Coordinator

Navid SAKHA, Ph.D. student, Corvinus University of Budapest
Website Manager
e-mail: sakha.saeedi@stud.uni-corvinus.com

Daniel VEKONY, Ph.D. Corvinus University of Budapest
Social media Manager
e-mail:danielvekony@gmail.com

Janos KEMENY, Ph.D., Former Research Coordinator
Associate Researcher
e-mail: kemeny janos@hotmail.com

Advisory Board
Péter BENCSIK Ph.D. University of Szeged

Stefano BOTTONI Ph.D. HAS Research Centre for the Humanities,
Institute of History

Melinda KALMAR Ph.D.  University of Szeged

Gusztav KECSKES D. Ph.D. HAS Research Centre for the Humanities,
Institute of History

Barnabas VAJDA Ph.D. Selye Janos University, Komarno, Slovakia



